
 City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs & Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

March 24, 2022 – 10:30 AM 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Members: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Ed 

Montanari, Council Member Lisset Hanewicz, and Council Chair 
Gina Driscoll 

Alternate: Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders 
Support Staff:   Kimberly Amos– City Council Legislative Aide 
 
1) Call to Order 
 
2) Approval of Agenda 
 
3) Approval of February 17, 2022 Minutes 
 
4) New Business – March 24, 2022 

 
a) Bill Priority Update - Dr. Jeff Sharkey & John Rodriquez 

 
b) Committee review of 2022 City Council Legislative Priorities & Appropriations 

Requests 
 

 
5) Upcoming Meeting Dates 

April 21, 2022 – Legislative Wrap Up with St. Petersburg Delegation Members 

 

Attachments: 
Support Material for New Business Items 
2022 Bill Tracker Spreadsheet 
2022 City Council Legislative Priorities List 
 



 

 

City of St. Petersburg 

Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

February 17, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

City Hall, Room 100 

 

Present: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Council Chair Gina Driscoll, Council Member Lisset 

Hanewicz, Council Member Ed Montanari, and Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders 

(alternate) 

 

Absent: None 

Also Present: Assistant City Attorney Michael Dema, Special Projects Manager Doyle Walsh, Government 

Affairs Director John Rodriguez, Capitol Alliance Group Managing Partner Dr. Jeffrey Sharkey (virtual), St. 

Pete Chamber Vice President of Advocacy Matt Lettelleir, and City Clerk Assistant Paul Traci  

Support Staff: Kimberly Amos – City Council Legislative Aide 

1. Call to Order – 10:30 AM  

2. Approval of Agenda  

3. Approval of January 27, 2022 Minutes – CM Montanari motioned for approval. All voted in favor. 

4. New Business – February 17, 2022 

Mayor Welch’s Priorities for the 2022 Legislative Session - Doyle Walsh, Special Projects Manager 

Mr. Walsh discussed Mayor Welch’s priorities during the trip to Tallahassee for St. Pete Days: housing 

opportunities for all, the USF Center of Excellence and Environmental & Oceanographic Sciences, and the 

Woodson African American Museum. Meetings occurred with the AFLCIO to mitigate impact of preemption 

bills, the Florida Chamber to discuss gap map data, and the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to develop 

new ideas and funding opportunities, and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to discuss 

upcoming bipartisan infrastructure funding. Additional introductory meetings with various representatives of 

the Governor’s office, the Department of Environmental Protection, and the local delegation occurred.    

St. Pete Days – Matt Lettelleir, St. Pete Chamber Vice President of Advocacy  

Mr. Lettelleir discussed networking sessions and meetings that occurred during St. Pete Days and emphasized 

that it was a very positive experience with new relationships formed and existing relationships strengthened. 

Advised the committee that two additional items are being considered for the Chamber priorities list at the 

request of Senator Rouson: The Carter G. Woodson Museum and St. Pete Science Center appropriations.  

Current Status in Tallahassee - Dr. Jeff Sharkey, Capitol Alliance Group Managing Partner 

Dr. Sharkey informed the committee that the House and Senate would be voting on the $108 billion dollar 

budget that day and the House had released their $200 million dollar tax package the day prior with details 

being discussed in budget conferencing next week. In review of appropriations requests: Carter G. Woodson 

Museum has $500,000 in Senate budget, Senator Rouson is hopeful this number will increase to $2.5 million 

dollars, the USF Center of Excellence has $60 million dollars in the House but nothing currently in Senate, Red 

Tide Management Grants have a $15 million dollar request, the Holocaust Museum and the Science Center 

requests are looking favorable. The House budget has $268 million dollars anticipated for SHIP funding but 

currently no money for SAIL with the Senate budget currently allocating $337 million dollars. The Governor 

has recommended that $40 million dollars initially vetoed last year for workforce housing down payment 

assistance be utilized. 



 

 

 

Key bill discussion began with the Hometown Heroes bill by Senator Hooper, movement is occurring and 

looking favorable. SB 962 Mixed-Use Residential Project provides a proportional property tax assessment 

reduction for mixed-use properties with affordability continues to be monitored. The Vessel Safety bill is 

moving, in its last committee stops for House and Senate, and looks favorable. HB 31 is on Special Order 

Calendar and is anticipated to pass. SB 1748 is the only tax exemption bill being tracked that is moving, it 

provides $50,000 abatement from property tax assessment for first responders, child welfare professionals, and 

active-duty military. SB 280 / HB 403 Local Ordinance bills and SB 620 Local Business Protection Act 

continue to move and remain concerning despite amendments. SB 608 the Private Sewer Lateral bill is in its 

final committee stop but no movement has occurred on the House bill. SB 1702 requiring increased inspections 

for multi-family facilities within 3 miles of the coast is looking positive.  

 

Committee Chair Gabbard asked for an update on SB 1150 / HB 495 to which Dr. Sharkey responded the bill 

has not had much movement but has similar language to SB 962, it is possible the bill returns next year. CM 

Gabbard asked if there was any discussion of who will prioritize property insurance issues in Florida with 

Senator Brandes terming out, Dr. Sharkey mentioned interest from Senator Burgess, CM Gabbard suggested a 

proactive approach and revisiting this matter in the fall during planning for the next session priorities. 

 

Council Chair Driscoll asked for a status update on bills being tracked HB 423 / SB 644 related to the Surfside 

tragedy to which Dr. Sharkey responded they were moving through committee readings and anticipated to pass. 

CM Driscoll asked if this bill had language for requirements of condo boards to maintain reserves to which Dr. 

Sharkey responded that is a separate bill and offered to follow up with information via email. CM Gabbard 

informed the committee that housing advocates are pushing for transparency in how the documentation is 

provided to potential buyers and advocating for individuals on the condo boards to be properly educated on 

meeting the standards.  

 

Assistant City Attorney Michael Dema asked for an update on the local government land development actions 

bill and the language that had been recently sent to Dr. Sharkey’s office. Dr. Sharkey responded, he has spoken 

to the bill sponsor and provided information but stated the bill was not moving and it is anticipated not to pass. 

CM Gabbard asked if this bill could return next session and suggested working collaboratively with the sponsor 

ahead of time if so, Dr. Sharkey responded yes.   

CM Gabbard adjourned the meeting at 11:18 am  
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I. FINAL WEEK OF SESSION  
 
This is the final week of the 2022 Legislative session. Anticipated to end Friday, March 
11th, due to a delay in finalizing the budget, the legislators will return on Monday for a 
final vote and “Sine Die” to end what has been a very controversial session.  
 
In what would be by far the largest budget in state history, legislators on Thursday 
released a record $112.1 billion spending plan for the upcoming fiscal year that 
includes more than $1 billion for pay raises for state workers and contractors. The 
budget represents a bump of more than 10.4% from the $101.5 billion budget 
lawmakers approved for the current year and an increase of more than 20% from the 
2020 budget of $91 billion.  
 
All state workers will see across-the-board 5.38% pay raises. No state workers will make 
less than $15 per hour. And teachers, bus drivers, workers at state-contracted nursing 
homes and Medicaid contractors will all see their pay start at $15 per hour. The 
spending plan includes $43 billion in general revenue — a full $8 billion more than the 
2021-22 budget — that has flowed to the state amid a rebounding economy. The budget 
also includes $37 billion in federal cash, $3.5 billion of which comes from pandemic 
relief funds. The gas tax holiday — one of the Governor’s priorities — is also contingent 
on the state receiving the federal fiscal recovery funds. Lawmakers set aside $200 
million for it. 
 
They’re also spending federal money on arts and culture: $30.3 million for African 
American cultural historical grants, $13.8 million to build a state artifact facility and $10 
million for cultural facilities grants. Nearly $9 billion would be held in reserves, with 
another $1 billion held in an “inflation fund” to offset any increased costs for state 
projects. 
 
While lawmakers have been mired in grueling, emotional fights over abortion and other 
hot-button topics during this year’s legislative session, their proposed budget received 
little criticism. Due to the delay in getting the budget to members for the 72 hour cooling 
off period to end on Friday, the legislature plans to return on Monday to vote on the 
budget package.  

 
 
II.  TOP 2022 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES  
 
A. REDISTRICTING & REAPPORTIONMENT:  

Legislative Redistricting - (Joint Resolutions): Both the Florida Senate and the 
House of Representatives completed their work on their respective chambers’ maps and 
finalized passage (SB 102) (CS/SJR 100) on February 3rd.  The Florida Supreme 
Court approved the House and Senate maps without any challenges on Wednesday. The 
House passed their 2-map plan that reflects the Governor’s map and another one like 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WsALb2aZvOyGI1QyD_enBcmUAJiFrppRcHeoeUkGFqJbLjYCtgtReYUV2Em7kBayUoYfu-CpP05ZAYQK2aRxfule642NDNI_MK5v41T8KULfnK_MZkoFWeKZyESSyRq-XPeQZl2LNCEWvE_7NEQG48luxr_KdHR4agNCkEv7Q5KWapITCTVYok895zKY_HiwN0HwUUeKUTB21pFOgS8UtA==&c=2_0obfjd29AIRhZa33_zrtdqiPen93s8sgNTqIVVCTNkgZY0Hy72Rg==&ch=Q0J_uqQj2HkKKelO7lLz5ChNf8SCCKaPHuTdyx7ySjK_48K_Mdtgcg==


3 
 

the Senate map. The Senate concurred in passing, discarding their own map. Passed 
on 3/4/22. 

B. ABORTION 
 
HB 5 /SB 146 — Reducing Fetal and Infant Mortality: The session's main 
abortion bills have created tremendous controversy since initially filed on the first day of 
session. The bills would ban abortions after 15 weeks with no exception for incest or 
rape. Despite tremendous outpouring of opposition by opponents and Democrats. 
Passed on 3/3/22 
 
C. ELECTIONS:  
 
HB 7061 and SB 524 – The bills create the Office of Election Crimes and Security 
within the Department of State and revises requirements for special officers who may 
investigate election law violations, expands the prohibition against use of private 
donations for election-related expenses to apply to any kind of expense, including but 
not limited to the costs of related litigation,  increases the amount of total fines that may 
be assessed against a third-party voter registration organization within a calendar year 
and other items. Passed on 03/09/22. 

 
SB 1194/HB 777 -   Local Elections by Sen Boyd and Rep Robinson. The bill 
would require local governments to place local tax referendums on General Election 
ballots rather than Primary, local or Special Election ballots. The goal is to get input 
when voter turnout is highest. The affected taxes include things like tourist development 
taxes, tourist impact taxes, children’s services independent special district taxes and 
school district millages, to name a few. Passed on 03/02/22. 
 

III. ST PETE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES  
 

A. APPROPRIATIONS – Final Budget Pending. Numbers in Bold are agreed to 
by House and Senate.  

 
1. CARTER G WOODSON AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM = $500,000   

a. (Additionally, received $1 mm in grant funding from last 

year’s funding)  

2. USF Environmental/Oceanographic Sciences Facility - $75 million   

3. USF Florida Center for Nursing = $5 million  

4. USF Nursing Expansion = $33 million  

5. USF St. Pete - Citizen Scholar Partnership - = $306,176  

6. Florida Holocaust Museum - St. Pete = $750,000  

7. RED TIDE Management (grants) = $5,000,000  



4 
 

8. RED TIDE Emergency Grants to Local Governments = $15,000,000 

9. Science Center STEAM Program = $500,000 

10. Pinellas County Science Center = $1.5 million  

11. Bernie McCabe 2nd DCA construction = $15 million 

12. Derelict Vessel Removal program = $19.9 million  

13. African American Cultural History Museum Grants = $30 million  

 
B. AFFORDABLE HOUSING  

Sadowski Housing Trust Funds  
 

Senate budget = $337,725,000 (SAIL $128,250,00, SHIP $209, 475,000) 
House budget = $268,100,000 (SAIL $128,250*, SHIP $268,100,000) 

 
Proviso language - From the funds provided in Specific Appropriation 2290 (SHIP 
Funding) $100,000,000 of nonrecurring funds shall be used for Funds in Specific 
Appropriation 2289 are appropriated to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to 
establish a Florida Hometown Hero Housing Program to provide down payment and 
closing cost assistance to eligible homebuyers. 
 
SB 788 –Florida Hometown Hero Housing Program – by Sen Hooper;  
The bills create the Florida Hometown Hero Housing Program for the purpose of 
assisting frontline emergency workers, certain medical and health care personnel, and 
educators in purchasing a home as their primary residence. Failed to Pass (See 
proviso above) 
 
SB 962/HB 981- Mixed-use Residential Development Projects for 
Affordable Housing – by Sen Bradley and Rep Payne 
The bills authorize counties and municipalities to allow certain mixed-use residential 
development projects to be built on parcels of various zoning classifications if they that 
set aside at least 10 % of the units for affordable housing for an extended period and 
have not received funding from Florida Housing Finance Corporation. Passed on 
03/04/22 
 
 
C. VESSEL SAFETY LEGISLATION 
 
HB 323/SB 494 - FWC Vessel Safety Revision ––Rep Sirois/Sen Hutson  

The FWC vessel safety “glitch bill” provides additional guidance used to determine 
vessels at risk of becoming derelict and authorizing the commission to establish 
programs to provide grants to local governments. Passed on 3/10/22. 

SB 606/ HB 493 - Boating Safety Act – Sen Garcia/Rep Botana 
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This week SB 606 by Senator Ileana Garcia, R-Miami passed unanimously out of 
its first committee stop. The bill, dubbed the Boating Safety Act of 2022 would crack 
down on liveries, illegal rentals and amplify education requirements. Passed on 
3/8/22 

D. SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS 

HB 31/SB 264 Firefighter Inquiries and Investigation– This legislation allows 
firefighters due process during inquiries and investigations.  Passed on 2/18/22 
 
E. HOMESTEAD PROPERTY EXEMPTIONS 

   
SB 1748/HB 1563 - Homestead Property Tax Exemption - Brodeur/Tomkow 
(Linked to SJR 1746/HJR 1).  
Proposes an amendment to the Florida Constitution to authorize the Legislature to 
provide for a new homestead tax exemption for classroom teachers, law enforcement 
officers, firefighters, child welfare professionals, and active-duty United States Armed 
Forces and Florida National Guard servicemembers. The Revenue Estimating 
Conference estimated the joint resolution will reduce local property tax revenue for all 
levies other than school district levies by $85.9 million beginning in Fiscal Year 2023-
2024. HJR will go on the ballot in November. Passed on 03/10/22. 
 
 
F. PREEMPTION AND HOME RULE LEGISLATION 

⮚ SB 1380 Private Property Rights by A. Rodrigues – The bill authorizes the 
board of county commissioners of a charter county to release conservation restrictions 
on county-owned property without a referendum under certain circumstances. The bill 
also revises rights that are not affected or extinguished by marketable record titles and 
the types of interests extinguished by marketable record titles.  Passed on 03/08/22. 
 
⮚ SB 280 Local Ordinances - by Hutson/HB 403 by Giallombardo –The 
original bills would require counties and cities to produce a “business impact statement” 
before passing ordinances and to suspend enforcement of the ordinances amid legal 
challenge, allow for award of attorney’s fees if petitioners prevail, requires suspension of 
the ordinance while awaiting legal action, etc. CAG worked hard with the League to 
amend SB 280. The law also provides a legal avenue for businesses to sue governments 
to stop ordinances from going into effect. However, the amendment empowers local 
governments to lift any stay on enforcement if they win in court, even if they are waiting 
on an appeal. Failed to Pass 
 
 
SB 620/ HB 569 Local Government – Sen Hutson and Rep McClure - The 
bills, dubbed the “Local Business Protection Act”, would require local governments to 
compensate businesses when their actions result in a loss of revenues. The legislation 
would allow businesses to sue local governments if a local amendment or ordinance 
causes their revenues or profits to drop by 15% or more. Changes to be bill include: 
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● Limiting the liability of counties or municipalities for business damages to seven 
years of lost profits  

● Removing a provision that would have allowed businesses to sue because 
ordinances cause at least a 15 percent loss of revenue. The lawsuits could be 
based on lost profits. 

● The measure would apply to businesses that have been operating for at least 
three years. 

● The bill would also allow local governments to make changes to ordinances to 
help fend off potential lawsuits.  

● Certain land development regulations, building codes, fire codes and debt 
financing changes would not factor into business damage claims. 

Passed on 3/9/22 
 

HB 985/ SB 974 - Sovereign Immunity - By Rep. Beltran and Sen. Gruters  
House Bill 985 increases the sovereign immunity caps for damages against state and local 
government entities to $400,000 per person and $600,000 per incident. It also allows a 
subdivision of the state to settle a claim and pay the settled amount without the need for 
a claim bill but does not provide for a state government entity to pay a claim above the 
statutory cap amount without a claim bill. Failed to Pass 
 

HB 7/SB 148 - Individual Freedom by Rep. Avila & Sen. Diaz - House Bill 7 and 
SB 148 include provisions designed to protect individual freedoms and prevent 
discrimination in the workplace and in public schools. The bill specifies that subjecting 
any individual, as a condition of employment, membership, certification, licensing, 
credentialing, or passing an examination, to training, instruction, or any other required 
activity that espouses, promotes, advances, inculcates, or compels such individual to 
believe certain specified divisive concepts constitutes unlawful discrimination. Before 
amending, this was labeled by opponents as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill.  Passed on 
3/10/22 

 
G. PRIVATE SEWER LATERALS 

HB 303/SB 608 -Sanitary Sewer Lateral Inspection Programs by Rep 
Truenow/ Sen Brodeuer. The bills authorize local governments to establish 
programs to evaluate & rehabilitate sanitary sewer laterals on residential and 
commercial properties. Failed to Pass 

H. BUILDING CODE ISSUES 

SB 1702 Mandatory Building Inspections by Sen Bradley; HB 7069 
Condominium and Cooperative Associations by Rep Perez.  
 The bills are designed to strengthen the long-term health of buildings after the Surfside 
condominium collapse and strengthen the requirements for condominium and 
cooperative associations dealing with governance, assessments, and maintenance. 
Among the proposed changes: 

● Creates a statewide building recertification requirement for condominiums and 
cooperative buildings that are three stories or higher in height 30 years after 
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initial occupancy and 25 years after initial occupancy for buildings located within 
three miles of the coast.  

●  Requires recertifications every 10 years after a building’s initial recertification.  
●  Requires an additional, more intensive inspection, or a “phase 2 inspection,” if a 

building recertification reveals substantial structural deterioration.  
● Requires building officials to provide written notice to associations when 

buildings must be recertified.  
●  Requires recertification and phase 2 reports be submitted to building officials 

and unit owners.  
● Provides local building officials with ability to assess penalties for failing to 

comply with the requirements for building recertifications and phase 2 
inspections.  

● Requires a community association manager to provide a recertification report to 
a local building official, if the manager receives the report.  

● Provides for an additional way for condominium associations to terminate if the 
cost of repairs identified in a phase 2 inspection are more than 65 percent of the 
total fair market value of the units in the association.  
 

HB 7069 passed, Senate amended, now in returning messages on 3/11/22 
 

 
SB 644/HB 423- Building Regulation by Rep LaMarca and Sen. Brodeur 
 
The bill provides a number of revisions relating to building inspectors and plans 
reviewer’s licensure requirements and workforce availability. The bill: 

• Allows a person with a provisional license from the BCAIB to be a duly authorized 
representative for a private provider in certain circumstances.  

• Requires local governments to provide equal access to all permitting and 
inspection documents to a private provider, owner, and contractor in certain 
circumstances.  

• Defines “reasonable administrative fee.”  
• Increases the amount of time, local building officials must issue a certificate of 

occupancy or a notice of deficiencies for permits that are not related to single- or 
two-family dwellings.  

• Provides that if a notice of deficiency is not issued within the required time-
period:  

o A certificate is “automatically” granted, instead of “deemed” granted; and  
o Local building officials must provide the applicant with a certificate of 

occupancy within 10 days.  
• Prohibits local governments from preventing private property owners from 

demolishing single-family buildings that are in certain flood zones, while 
exempting certain historic buildings.  

• Limits the review process for applications for such demolition permits and 
provides.  



8 
 

• Prohibits local governments from requiring additional building requirements for 
new homes built on the construction site of such demolished single-family 
buildings.  

• Requires local governments to review additional information for an application 
for certain building permits within a certain time-period. \ 

• Provides a cause of action for certain individuals and associations to enforce the 
requirement that local governments must use excess funds generated by Building 
Code enforcement for lawful purposes  

 
Passed on 3/4/22 

 
I. RESILIENCY 
 
SB 228/HB 101 - Resiliency Energy Environment Florida Programs – By Sen 
Rodriguez and Rep Fine; The bill allows a property owner to apply for a Resiliency 
Energy Environment Florida (REEF) program for funding to finance a qualifying 
improvement and may enter into an assessment financing agreement with a local 
government. The bill mimics the PACE program that allows homeowners to finance and 
install energy savings devices. It authorizes local governments to enter into agreements 
with program administrators to administer REEF programs. The legislation could 
provide valuable funding for homeowners to prepare their homes for sea level rise and 
the impact of climate change. Failed to Pass 
 
 
HB 1077/SB 1434 - Public Financing of Potentially At-risk Structures and 
Infrastructure 
 
The bill expands the requirement for public entities to conduct a SLIP study before 
commencing construction of certain state-financed coastal structures to apply the 
requirement to certain structures that are within any area that is at risk due to sea level 
rise, not just coastal areas. The structures subject to this requirement are any 
“potentially at-risk structures or infrastructure,” which are defined as any major 
structures or infrastructure, including all infrastructure critical to public health, life, or 
safety, which are within an area at risk due to sea level rise.  Failed to Pass 
 
J. CYBERSECURITY 
 
HB7055/SB1670 - Cybersecurity - Rep. Giallombardo and Sen Hutson- 
 
The bill requires counties and municipalities to report and submit after action reports to 
FLDS following a cybersecurity or ransomware incident. This bill also requires 
employees to undergo certain cybersecurity training within 30 days of employment and 
annually thereafter and adopt cybersecurity standards that safeguard the local 
government’s data, information technology (IT), and IT resources. Municipalities with a 
population over 25,000 must comply by January 1, 2024. Municipalities with a 
population under 25,000 must comply by January 1, 2025. The bill also requires local 
governments to report cybersecurity incidents and ransomware incidents to the State 
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Watch Office as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours after discovery for a 
cybersecurity incident and 12 hours after discovery for a ransomware incident. The bill 
also prohibits state agencies, counties, and municipalities from paying or otherwise 
complying with a ransom demand. Passed on 3/9/22. 
 
K. OTHER LEGISLATION 
 
HB 1435 - Code and Traffic Enforcement  
 
The empowers local sheriffs and leaders to respond more effectively to large, 
unpermitted gatherings. Under the bill, a Sheriff may designate an area as a “special 
event zone” if a gathering is promoted on social media, attended by more than 50 
individuals and disrupts street traffic. Meanwhile, authorities may double fines for 
noncriminal traffic citations within the zone and may enforce occupancy limits and 
impound a vehicle for up to 72 hours for a traffic infraction. Passed on 3/10/22. 

HB 105/SB 224 - Regulation of Smoking by Counties and Municipalities 

Authorizes counties & municipalities to further restrict smoking within boundaries of 
public beaches & public parks under certain circumstances. Passed on 3/2/22 

HB 157/SB 398 Transportation Projects by Rep Andrade and Sen. Hooper 
 
Revises amount of state revenues committed by DOT for public transportation projects; 
includes progressive design-build contracts as innovative technique DOT may use; 
provides exception to annual monetary cap on contracts for certain progressive design-
build contracts; removes limits on types of projects DOT may combine into design-build 
contract; provides terms under which DOT may enter into progressive design-build 
contracts; provides for selection & award process; provides for advertising of such 
contracts; requires rulemaking; authorizes applicant to request to keep existing 
certificate of qualification. Failed to Pass. 

SB 518 - Private Property Rights to Prune, Trim, and Remove Tree 

Prohibits a local government from requiring a notice, application, approval, permit, fee, 
or mitigation for the pruning, trimming, or removal of a tree on residential property if 
the property owner obtains documentation from a certified arborist or a licensed 
landscape architect, that the tree presents a danger to persons or property. The bill 
amends this provision to provide that a local government may not burden a property 
owner’s rights to prune, trim, or remove trees on his or her own property if the tree 
“poses an unacceptable risk” to persons or property. Under the bill, a tree poses an 
unacceptable risk if removal is the only means of practically mitigating its risk below 
moderate as outlined in Best Management Practices – Tree Risk Assessment, Second 
Edition Passed on 3/8/22 

 
 
Contact Information: 
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Dr. Jeffrey Sharkey 
Capitol Alliance Group 
106 E. College Ave. Suite 1110 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850)224-1660 
jeff@capitolalliancegroup.com 
 
 
Taylor Patrick Biehl 
Capitol Alliance Group 
106 E. College Ave. Suite 1110 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850)224-1660 
taylor@capitolalliancegroup.com 
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2022 End of Session Legislative Session Bill Tracker 
 

March 14, 2022 

 

BILL NUMBER TITLE LAST ACTION 
HB 31  Busatta Cabrera 

SB 264 Hooper 
Firefighter Inquiries and 

Investigations 
House (2/17/22) Substituted for SB 264 – SJ 424; Read 2nd & 3rd time – SJ 424; Passed; 

YEAS 39 NAYS 0; Immediately Certified -SJ 426; In Messages; Order enrolled 
Senate (2/17/22) Substituted HB 31 – SJ 424; Laid on Table, refer to HB 31 -SJ 424 

HB 303 Truenow 
SB 608 Brodeur 

Sanitary Sewer Lateral 
Inspection Programs 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 323 Sirois 
SB 494 Hutson 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission 

House (3/03/22) Substituted CS/CS/SB 494; Laid on Table, refer to CS/CS/SB 494 
Senate (3/10/22) Amendment 658216 Concur; CS passed as amended; YEAS 116, NAYS 0; 

Order engrossed, then enrolled 
HB 117  

Fetterhoff/Omphroy 
SB 774 Gruters 

Communicable and Infectious 
Diseases 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 101 Fine 
SB 228 Rodriguez 

Resiliency Energy Environment 
Florida Program 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 403  Giallombardo 
SB 280 Hutson 

 
Local Ordinances 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 493 Botana 
SB 606 Garcia 

 
Boating Safety 

House (3/04/22) Substituted CS/SB 606; Laid on Table; Refer to CS/SB 606  
Senate (3/08/22) Concurred in 1 amendment(s) 981283; CS passed as amended; YEAS 36, 

NAYS 1; Order engrossed, then enrolled    
HB 771  Andrade 

SB 1604 Perry 
Powers of the Florida Building 

Commission 
House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 569 McClure 
SB 620 Hutson 

 

Local Business Protection Act 
 

House (3/08/22) Laid on Table, refer to CS/SB 620 
Senate (3/09/22) Amendments 199089, 773345, and 521123 failed; Read 3rd time; CS 

passed; YEAS 69, NAYS 45; Order enrolled 
HB 495 Rodriguez 

(Anthony) 
SB 1150 Rodriguez 

(Ana Maria) 

Tax Exemption for Affordable 
Housing  

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

  
 
 
 
 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/31
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/264
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/303
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/608
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/323
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/494
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/117
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/774
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/101
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/228
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/403
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/280
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/493
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/606
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/771
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1604
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/569
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/620
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/495
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1150


 
 

BILL NUMBER TITLE LAST ACTION 
HB 423 Commerce 

Committee; Regulatory 
Reform Subcommittee; 

LaMarca 
SB 644 Brodeur 

 
Building Regulation 

House (3/04/22) Read 3rd time; CS passed; YEAS 113, NAYS 0; In Messages; Placed on 
Calendar, on 2nd reading; Substituted for CS/CS/CS/SB 644; Read 2nd & 3rd time; CS 

Passed; YEAS 38 NAYS 0 -SJ 674; In Messages; Order enrolled 
Senate (3/02/22) Read 2nd time; Substituted CS/CS/HB 423; Laid on Table, refer to 

CS/CS/HB 423 -SJ 674 
HB 7069  

Appropriations and 
Pandemics & Public 

Emergencies 
Committees; Perez; 

Toledo 
SB 1942 Pizzo 

 
 
 

Condominium and 
Cooperative Associations 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 863  DiCeglie 
SB 1250 Gruters 

Sales Tax Refunds for Building 
Mitigation Retrofit 

Improvements 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration  

HB 981  Payne 
SB 962 Bradley 

Residential Development 
Projects for Affordable 

Housing 

House (3/3/22) Substituted CS/CS/SB 962; Laid on table, refer to CS/CS/SB 962 
Senate (3/04/22) Substituted for CS/CS/HB 981; Read 3rd time; CS passed;  

YEAS 112, NAYS 0; Order enrolled -SJ 695 
HB 157  Andrade 
SB 398 Hooper 

Transportation Projects House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 1553 Plakon 
SB 1170 Brandes 

State Housing Assistance 
Programs 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 401  Smith, D 
SB 362 Rodriguez 

Ad Valorem Tax Exemption for 
Nonprofit Homes for the Aged 

 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 739  Borrero 
SB 1248 Gruters 

Local Government Land 
Development Actions 

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

HB 635  Maggard Building Permits House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
SB 976 Perry Construction Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

SB 1020 Perry Building Plans Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
SB 426 Brandes Tampa Bay Area Regional 

Transit Authority 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

 
 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/423
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/644
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7069
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1942
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/863
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1250
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/981
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/962
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/157
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/398
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1553
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1170
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/401
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/362
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/739
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1248
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/635
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/976
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1020
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/426


 
 

BILL NUMBER TITLE LAST ACTION 
SB 788 Hooper Florida Hometown Hero 

Housing Program 
Senate (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 

 
HB 3769  Rayner Carter G. Woodson African 

American History Museum 
Appropriation Request of $5,000,000  

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
HB 2771 Chaney Florida Holocaust Museum Appropriation Request of $5,000,000  

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
HB 3831 Chaney The Pinellas Science Center Appropriation Request of $1,500,000  

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
HB 9033 Chaney The Pinellas Science Center – 

STEAM Education 
Appropriation Request of $500,000  

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
HB 4379 Chaney Arts Conservatory for Teens  Appropriation Request of $1,050,302  

House (3/12/22) Indefinitely postponed and withdrawn from consideration 
 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/788
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/3769
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/2771
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/3831
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/9033
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/4379


 
St Petersburg City Council  

2022 State Legislative Priorities 
 
 
Support the role of local governments: 

“The most precious powers a city in Florida has are its Home Rule powers which were established 
when the Legislature adopted the Home Rule Powers Act in 1973. The ability to establish its form of 
government through its charter, and to then enact ordinances, codes, plans and resolutions without 
prior state approval is a tremendous authority. To further be able to enforce them “at home” and to 
make necessary changes as a city grows is a great reflection of the trust that citizens have in their 
respective city leaders.” - Florida League of Cities  

● Oppose any legislation that would remove a local governments ability to install pedestrian and 
bicycle safety warning devices proven to reduce fatalities and serious injuries for our most 
vulnerable road users. 

● SB280/HB403 Oppose legislation prohibit local governments from passing and enforcing 
ordinances, requiring a business impact statement before passing such ordinances, and 
authorizing courts to assess and award attorney fees and costs and damages in certain civil 
actions filed against local governments.  

● Support an amendment to Florida Statute 553.80 that creates an allowance for the use of 
excess building permit funds to be used for the cost of permitting for affordable housing.  
 
 

Education: 
● In the quest for St Petersburg to become a City of Education, we ask that our delegation 

support initiatives put forward by our Collegiate and University partners in their quest of 
funding for new programs and increased enrollment. 

● Request that the legislature follows through on their promise to support USFSP and follow the 
law of consolidation, provide adequate funding, revisit enrollment requirements that 
disproportionately affect minority communities, and support autonomy. 

● Support any endeavors to bring a Collegiate High School to St Petersburg. 
● Support any appropriation bills geared toward the creation and rehabilitation of the Science 

Center and the advancement of the Challenger Learning Center in St Petersburg  
 

 
 
 
 



Private Laterals: 
● HB303/SB608 - Monitor legislation that would require counties and municipalities to establish a 

sanitary sewer lateral inspection program; and provide parameters for such a program 
including potential funding to assist residents with requirements. 
 

Vessel Safety Revision: 
● HB323/SB494 – Support proposed revisions to the FWC agency bill, providing additional 

guidance used to determine vessels at risk of becoming derelict and authorizing the commission 
to establish programs to provide grants to local governments.  

Support First Responders: 
● HB31/SB264 – Support legislation allowing firefighters due process during inquiries and 

investigations 
● HB117/SB774 – Support legislation providing additional communicable and infectious disease 

coverage for first responders 

Building Code: 
● Monitor legislation regarding inspections for older structures in light of the Surfside tragedy. 

 
Transportation Funding: 

● Support legislation that would provide flexibility to transportation funding allowing for 
solutions that alleviate the restrictions on widening roadways in our highly developed urban 
areas. Flexibility is crucial to allow for development and improvements to multiuse trails, 
pedestrian & bicycle facilities, and public transit services. Investments in technological solutions 
that improve the flow of traffic would provide instrumental positive impacts to our city. 

 
 

 Additional Funding Priorities: 
 

● Support all appropriation bills concerning the University of South Florida Interdisciplinary Center of 
Excellence in Environmental and Oceanographic Studies at the USF St Petersburg Campus. 
 

● Fund all Initiatives coming from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Red Tide Task Force and any red tide 
research study opportunities for the USFSP College of Marine Science and Eckerd College. 

 
● Support all appropriation requests for the creation of the Woodson African American Museum of 

Florida. 
 

● Support increased funding to assist local governments with improved Infrastructure Initiatives such as 
seawalls, bridges, sidewalks, and other improvements.  
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